Studies in Romans

This Lesson: Romans 12:9-16 — Those Commandments which Define Love

Reference Notations

Rom 12:9-16 (9) Let love be without
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what
is good. (10) Be k|nd|y affectionate to one |Rom 12:10 ESV Love one another with brotherly
another with brotherly love, in honor giving [affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.

preference to one another; (11) not lagging
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord; (12) rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in
prayer; (13) distributing to the needs of the
saints, given to hospitality. (14) Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
(15) Rejoice with those who rejoice, and
weep with those who weep. (16) Be of the
same mind toward one another. Do not set
your mind on high things, but associate
with the humble. Do not be wise in your
own opinion.

The Commands Enumerated

Rom 12:9-16 1. (9) Let love be without hypocrisy.

2. Abhor what is evil.

3. Clingtowhatisgood. (I Cor 13:6) does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in

the truth;

4. (10) Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love,
Here, no doubt, the idea is, that Christians should love each other with the same sincerity and
tenderness as if they were the nearest relatives.—Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,
Charles Hodge

5. in honor giving preference to one another;
--Itis not only an injunction of politeness, but that in all acts of respect and kindness we should
take the lead. Instead of waiting for others to honor us, we should be beforehand with them in the
manifestation of respect.—Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, Charles Hodge

6. (11) not lagging in diligence, (Rom 12:11 KJV Not slothful in business)

7. ferventin spirit,
The love to which the apostle exhorts his readers is not inactive or cold; on the contrary, it
manifests itself in diligence, zeal, and devotion to God. The word rendered business (in the KJV)
(e=+++¢) properly means haste, activity. It is the effect or outward manifestation of zeal. The
exhortation has not the reference which our version would naturally suggest, viz., to the active
performance of our several vocations; it refers rather to religious activity: ‘As to activity or
diligence, do not grow weary or be indolent; on the contrary, be fervent in spirit.” The word spirit
is by many understood of the Holy Spirit; it most naturally refers to the mind; compare Acts
18:25, where it is said of Apollos, “being fervent in spirit (i.e., zealous) he spake and taught
diligently.” This clause, therefore, stands in opposition to the preceding. Instead of being inactive,
we should be zealous.—Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, Charles Hodge
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8. serving the Lord; (See Eph 6:5-8)

9. (12) rejoicing in hope,

10. patient in tribulation,

11. continuing steadfastly in prayer;
These exhortations refer to nearly related duties: Christians are to be joyful, patient, and
prayerful. However adverse their circumstances, hope, patience, and prayer are not only duties,
but the richest sources of consolation and support. ‘Rejoicing on account of hope, or in the joyful
expectation of future good.’ This hope of salvation is the most effectual means of producing
patience under present afflictions; for if we feel “that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us,” it will not be difficult to bear
them patiently. Intercourse with God, however, is necessary to the exercise of this and all other
virtues, and therefore the apostle immediately adds, continuing instant in prayer. The original
could hardly be better translated; as the Greek term (seeeeeeseees intentus sum rei) expresses
the idea of perseverance and ardor in the prosecution of any object. There are no attributes of
acceptable prayer more frequently presented in the Scriptures than those here referred to, viz.,
perseverance and fervor, which, from their nature, imply faith in the ability and willingness of
God to grant us needed good, Acts 1:14; 6:4; Ephesians 6:18, etc.—Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans, Charles Hodge

12. (13) distributing to the needs of the saints,

13. given to hospitality.

14. (14) Bless those who persecute you;

15. bless and do not curse.

16. (15) Rejoice with those who rejoice,

17. and weep with those who weep.

18. (16) Be of the same mind toward one another.

19. Do not set your mind on high things,

20. but associate with the humble.

21. Do not be wise in your own opinion. (See Proverbs 25:27)

Some verses speaking of love:

1Co0 13:4-8 NKJV Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is
not puffed up; (5) does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;
(6) does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; (7) bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. (8) Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they
will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish
away.

Pro 10:12 NKJV Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.

1Pe 4:8 NKJV And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "LOVE WILL COVER A
MULTITUDE OF SINS."

Pro 17:9 NKJV He who covers a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats a matter separates
friends.

Questions:
1. The commands of 12:9-16 are directed to the saints in the assembly, but how may they
individually be applied to the home?
2. Why does the Lord have Paul state the doctrines of Romans before He gives the commands
of chapter 12?
3. Give examples of how the Lord Jesus kept each of these commands given.
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